Selwyn College Alumni Association

The 66th General Meeting of the Selwyn College Alumni Association was held at 6.30 p.m. on Saturday 25 September 2010 in the Chadwick Room. The President of the Association, Prof. Lord Harries of Pentregarth (1958), was in the chair and 25 members of the Association were present.

1.  Minutes.   The minutes of the General Meeting held on Saturday 26 September 2009 were approved and signed.

2.  Report of the Committee of the Association.   The Report of the Committee for 2009-2010 was presented by the Chairman of the Committee, Alfred Waller (1959). He reminded the meeting that the primary function of the Committee was to provide a conduit between alumni and the College and to review and promote all aspects of College-Alumni relations. The Committee had met twice over the course of the last year. The Bursar now regularly presented an overview of the current finances of the College. The Development Director reported on Alumni events and the Chairman of the London Group, who had been co-opted onto the Association Committee, reported on his group’s activities.

   The Chairman indicated that the cuts in national finances were likely to affect universities and have an impact on College finances. The endowment at its present level is insufficient to meet future calls on income. Cripps Court is showing its age and the current estimate is that it could cost £1.5 million to upgrade each of the 7 staircases. The College supports each undergraduate to the extent of approximately £1,500 each year. The support of the Alumni in meeting this challenge was essential. The Committee had also reviewed the various Alumni events held over the year and the Chairman noted the excellent work being done by the London Group. The functions which they had organised ranged from a large Summer Drinks Party to a smaller, but very successful, careers advice evening. The Chairman reminded the meeting that the Committee welcomed suggestions of what it might do to further strengthen Alumni-College relations.

3.  Election of the President for 2011-2012.   Sir John Shepherd (1961) was elected unanimously.

4.  Election of members of the Committee.   Emily Blakeley (2005), Rosemary Boyle (1976) and Julia Pollard (1984) were elected unanimously to serve on the Committee of the Association.

5.  Disbursements from Funds.   An undertaking was given when the Funds held by the Association were passed to the College that a report would continue to be made to the AGM on disbursements from those funds. The Secretary reported that spending from support funds had been slightly lower in the last year and as the burden of spending was distributed around the various funds, there had been no awards made from the Association Fund. The income of approximately £2,000 had been returned to the Fund’s capital. Four grants had been made from the Blyth Fund, totalling £850. The various sports funds are currently being restructured, which involves bringing the Hermes Fund under the auspices of the College so that it can attract Gift Aid. This had taken longer than expected, with the result that no grants have yet been made. There is £750 income from the McEldowney Fund available for distribution.
6.  Alumni Association Committee   The Secretary gave a brief history of how the position of the Association in relation to the College had changed over the years. Initially it had been relatively independent of the College and members had paid a subscription to join. That had all passed. All alumni became members automatically without payment and the Association had passed all of its funds to the College. The Committee was a channel, albeit not the only one, between the Alumni and the College. There was a close relationship with the Development and Alumni Office, although the Committee still regarded itself as being on the friend-raising rather than fund-raising end of the spectrum of activities. The current vacancy in the position of Development Director did make it more difficult for the Committee to function to full effect. The Secretary echoed the words of the Chairman and invited comments from the membership on their view of what the role of the Committee should be.
   The Master commented that it was hoped that a new Development Director would be in post by January 2011. Until then a certain hiatus was inevitable. A questioner asked how many of the Alumni the Association was in touch with. No definite answer could be given, but the Secretary noted that several hundred had attended the various functions in College or beyond over the course of the last year. The decade Reunions were a particularly successful means of renewing contact with Alumni. Questioned on the level of donations the Master noted that only 13% of the Alumni gave to the College as opposed to an average of 9% in other colleges, but thought that it ought to be possible to get this up to 25%. The question was raised whether contact increased the number of donors. The Master remarked that this was an area that had to be worked on and thought that the Development Office needed to expand. The Fellowship had to be persuaded that this was necessary. It was noted that Alumni were scattered across the world and a questioner asked whether groups could be set up overseas, particularly in North America. There was from time to time direct contact with Alumni in the two areas with the highest density, namely the New York region and California. The Master and the Development Director had visited both as part of a University initiative. It was suggested that Hong Kong was another area where there were several Selwyn graduates. This suggestion was noted. The comment was made that Alumni from overseas visiting this country could be invited back to College if it was known that they were here. The Newsletter might be the appropriate medium for making this known.

7.  Dates of future functions.   The next Annual Dinner and General Meeting will be on Saturday 24 September 2011.

8.  Any other business.   There was no other business.
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