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Gardener 

Job Description 

 

Job title:  Gardener 

Department:  Gardens 

Reports to:  Head Gardener 

Contract:  Permanent, subject to probationary period 

 

Purpose of the role 

To support the Head Gardener in the development and upkeep of the College gardens and 
outdoor spaces at all sites. 

 

Key duties and responsibilities 

• To support and assist the Gardens Team in the high standard of maintenance and ongoing 
development of all garden areas including lawns, mixed borders, roses, wall shrubs, 
pathways, hedges, trees, plant propagation and glasshouse work. 
 

• To take an active role in the implementation of new planting schemes and landscape work 
which are currently underway as well as landscape and garden spaces associated with 
new building developments. 
 

• To care for the needs of existing planting stock within the gardens using appropriate 
materials in a cost effective and timely way. 
 

• To work alongside all members of the gardens team providing support as appropriate. 
 

• To have knowledge and an understanding of all relevant Health & Safety regulations 
appropriate to the working garden environment and a publicly visited area. 
 

• To carry out work and processes in the gardens using a wide range of mechanical 
equipment and hand tools in a confident, safe and appropriate way. 
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• To communicate effectively within the gardens team and with other members of the 
college, public and visitors 
 

• To undertake training and/or courses as needed for this role if required by the Head 
Gardener. 
 

• To participate in the weekend watering duties rota, outside of the normal working week. 
 

• On request, to deputise for Head Gardner during period of illness or annual leave. 
 

• To carry out any other tasks as may reasonably be requested and directed through the 
Head Gardener. 

 

 

Requirements for the role  

Criteria Essential Desirable 
SKILLS   
problem solving skills along with a ‘can do’ attitude. X  
Strong interpersonal skills X  
Ability to carry out sustained physical tasks effectively in all 
weathers 

X  

   
KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE & TRAINING   
An understanding of what makes plants succeed and what has to 
happen to achieve this 

X  

Knowledge and understanding of the importance of Health and 
Safety in the workplace 

X  

Practical understanding of manual handling techniques X  
Proven experience of developing and maintaining gardens to a 
high standard 

X  

Developing and planting new garden areas X  
Experience of operating a wide range of horticultural machinery 
and hand tools 

X  

Previous experience in a similar Higher Education environment  X 
PA1 & PA6 Spraying certificates  X 
A recognised horticultural qualification  X 
Basic PC skills (Word, Outlook and Google)  X 
To have worked in a publicly visited garden  X 
Wide ranging plant knowledge  X 
An understanding of garden history  X 
An appreciation of the environmental impact of horticultural 
practices 

 X 
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EDUCATION   
Educated to Degree/A’level/GCSE standard or equivalent (specify) X  
   
PERSON SPECIFICATION   
A passion for horticulture X  
Conscientious, hardworking and reliable X  
A good sense of humour and a team player X  
An ability and desire to support others X  
Attention to detail X  

 

If you do not meet all the essential criteria, don’t be deterred from applying if you feel this role is for you. You 
may have other relevant skills and experience which would prove valuable in this role.  

Where you fit in the structure: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bursar

Operations 
Manager

Head Gardener

Gardeners


